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MAIL STOP RCE RECEIVED 

Commissioner for Patents „ „ 0 A nnnA 

P.O. Box 1450 JUL 2 0 2004 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 TECHNOLOGY CENTER R3700 

Sir: 

The Examiner is requested to consider the references noted on the enclosed Form PTO- 
1449 during examination of the above-identified patent application. These references are 
submitted for the Examiner's consideration and are submitted pursuant to the duty of disclosure 
under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56. In submitting these references, no representation is made or implied 
that the references are or are not material to the examination of the application. The Examiner 
is encouraged to make his or her own determination of materiality. Copies of the references are 
provided herewith. 

The references cited on the attached Form PTO-1449 were cited in a European search 
report dated November 6, 2002, in corresponding European Patent Application No. 99934413.8. 
A copy of the European search report is enclosed herewith. 

With respect to Japanese patents identified by numbers 4, 5 and 6, an English-language 
translation of the abstract is enclosed. In the European search report, the Examiner has 
categorized them as "technological background." 

This IDS is being filed before the first Office action, concurrently with the filing of a 
Request for Continued Examination. Accordingly, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(b)(4), no fees 
are due with respect to this filing. However, should any such fees or petitions be required, 
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please consider this a request therefor and authorization to charge Deposit Account No. 04- 
1415 as necessary. 

Should the Examiner have any questions, please contact the undersigned attorney. 



Dated: ^Ji, m 6.J<&h 



Respectfully submitted, 




nway, Registration No. 44,759 
Applicant 
Customer No. 20686 

DORSEY & WHITNEY LLP 
370 Seventeenth Street, Suite 4700 
Denver, Colorado 80202-5647 
Tel: 303-629-3400 
Fax: 303-629-3450 




2 



Sheet 1 of 1 



Amy. DOCKET NO. 


APPLN. NO. 


1258/US/1 


10/071,701 


APPLICANT: 




David Z. Lubowski 




FILING DATE 


ART UNIT 


February 8, 2002 


3739 




FORM PTO-1449 U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
(Modified) PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use several sheets if necessary) 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


EXAMINER 
INITIAL 




PATENT 
NUMBER 


ISSUE 
DATE 


PATENTEE 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


FILING DATE IF 
APPROPRIATE 




1. 


3,417,746 


12/24/1968 


Caldwell et al. 

























































































FOREIGN PATENT OR PUBLISHED FOREIGN PATENT APPLICATION 






DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


PUBLISHED 
DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


TRANSLATION | 


YES 


NO 




2. 


EP 0 338 557 A2 


10/25/1989 


EPO 












3. 


EP 0 771 545 A1 


05/07/1997 


EPO 












4. 


JP 06-054797 


03/01/1994 


Japan 






X 






5. 


JP 06-319691 


11/22/1994 


Japan 






X 






6. 


JP 07-289505 


11/07/1995 


Japan 
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OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date. Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 
































EXAMINER 


DATE CONSIDERED 


EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not 
in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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